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Peasants” Profit-Seeking Protest in the Individualized Society

WU Li-cai; WANG Jun
(Institute of Political Science Central China Normal University Wuhan 430070 China)

Abstract: In the process of individualization transformation peasants” profit-seeking protest motivation
and action strategy were co-shaped by the state authority social network and nuclear family. Through the
analysis of a protest in L town over the land requisition for public facilities we find:in the development
of rural social individualization firstly peasants” profit-seeking orientation is formed by the imbalance of
rights and obligations and the lack of social welfare safeguard which make the underprivileged peasants
with the risk of “no morality individuals” have to improve their security in the risk society by strengthe—
ning economic strength of the nuclear family. Secondly due to the dominant position of the country and
the instrumentalization of social relations in the process of rural individualization peasants have to take
the strategic actions of packing the interests with justice legalizing protest means and iinstrumentalizing
cooperation network to make the protest more effective. The public interest gives way to the individual in—
terest in the individualization transformation needs to be improved in the positive interaction between the

state and rural society.
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