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Identity Politics: Implications and Criticisms

WU Li-cai
(Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract; Identity politics originated from the social movements in Europe and America in the 1960s and 1970s, but not all i-
dentity — related issues can be included in the category of identity politics. In today’s European and American societies, identity
politics has become one of the important colors of the contemporary Western political map, which has transcended the traditional
ideological spectrum of the left — right divide. Identity politics is a political representation of the Western individualized society,
which is essentially a “cultural politics”. Tt is important to recognize both the positive and the negative effects of identity poli-
tics. The tension and conflict between identity politics and universalistic civic politics are inevitable, and the question of wheth-
er and how they can be reconciled remains to be answered by future innovations in political theories and deciphered by the de-
velopment of political practice.

Keywords: identity politics; cultural politics; civic politics
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