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Face as the Intermediary ; The Logic of Family Negotiation in the Formation of Rural Bride Price

—An Empirical Study Based on Village X in a Central Chinese Province
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Abstract ; Against the backdrop of the transformation of rural family relationships toward a synthesis of emotion and reason in rural Chi-
na,the emerging value expressions of bride price rituals have transcended existing structural narratives, demonstrating a new orientation
towards process-oriented practices. Based on fieldwork in Village X of a central province in China, this study constructs an analytical
framework of “emotion-symbol-power” dynamics to deconstruct the bargaining process of rural bride prices. Namely, both families utilize
as a bargaining tool face,the discourse deeply embedded in the social network of human relations,in the following three stages. During
the price-setting phase, they focus on face-building, face-regulating during the acceptance phase,and face-competition during the pricing

stage. Fundamentally , integration of emotion and reason within family relationships makes bride price negotiations a critical arena for dis-
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course construction. The face-mediated negotiation reveals the interconnections of intergenerational obligations, moral constraints, and

kinship competition underlying bride prices. Clarifying this bargaining process provides a deep,dynamic explanatory framework for bride

price phenomena, offering new insights for addressing excessive bride price practices in rural governance.
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